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Eleven years after its debut, Paleoethn Kv,< '
< \- I Procedures returns in second edition.

This classic by University of Missouri-Columbia anthropologist Deborah Pearsall is back -700 pages

nli i lull iii'h well as a geneial giowth in p iIihm urn. I m mi ,l lib num I it ill i i I

makes a case that reconstructing past human diets may be the biggest and most immediate con-

tribution by the field of paleoethnobotany.

The book is laid out in six chapters followed by references and an index. Chapter one, "The

Paleoethnobotanical A|)| o,.-k h"mclud< t inttoduction to the field, a historical overview and a

discussion of the nature and status of ethnobotany. Chapters two and three are devoted to

macroremainsand tht ti i migut omeco unq.iclontil n and interpreting them. Chapter four,

"Pollen Analysis" covers the nature and production of pollen, field sampling, laboratory analysis,

and a discussion of issues and directions in archaeological pollen analysis. Chapter five,"Phytolith

Analysis," covers the nature and occurrence I phylolith nd methods of field sampling, lab test-

ing, and interpreting the results. Chapter 6, "Integrating Biological Data," is the most welcomed
addition to this volume. Broken into two parts/Indicators of Diet and HealtlY'and'The Interplay of

Dietary Indicators," respectively, Pearsall gives a welcomed big-picture framework to the field. Part

one of chapter six dm u m , indue, i dmtar\ factors, such as botanical and faunal data,and then

discusses direct indicators like gut contents and coprolites, stable isotopes, trace elements, and

ies from Ecuador and Peru. This chapter is a valuable additi

literature by developing an approach for intern iting mtl . v iluaung multiple lines of e

concerning diets. Pearsall discusses eight diets chosen to represent diets spanning the tr

from hunting and gathering to agriculture in the NewWorld tropics, which is ihem illusli

two Neotropical case studies. Reconsl UK turn diets c, an impmtanl an hueulnqu ,il mid hio

I
I in issue k Iik It investigation can help us understand how pasi populations mii vr

pi ' p ' Ikiis h i hi i is followed by a list of lefoiences and t Id b i im i I
mill

while figuies and tables appear frequently throughout to illustrate concepts discussed th
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